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SATSUMA HIGH SCHOOL 
 DIGITAL STUDENT HANDBOOK

SCHOOL COLORS 

Maroon and White 

SCHOOL MASCOT 

Gators 

FIGHT SONG 

All the way Satsuma 
Go for a touchdown. 

All the way Satsuma Vic-to-ry! 
Look out we’re the Gators  

Victory’s in sight 
Go! Fight! Win! Satsuma 

Go-Maroon and White 
Fight! 

ALMA MATER 

Like a wave, Satsuma High School 
Surging round our feet 

Guide and train and teach us wisdom 
Alma Mater sweet 

Forward, Forward, Alma Mater 
Time and tide may fail 

But our hearts will love thee ever, 
Alma Mater, Hail! 
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Introduction 

“Education is a social process; education is growth; education is not preparation for life but is life itself.” 
― John Dewey 

Providing our students with the best education possible is one the most important tasks that we as 
parents, teachers, and community members can undertake to ensure the success of our future as a 
community.  

Education is a cooperative effort that involves parents, students, teachers, administrators, and 
community members. The administration and faculty at Satsuma High School pledge to do our best in 
preparing our students academically, athletically, and socially. Our goal is to ensure that 100% of our 
students are college and career ready before graduating high school. 

Often parents will ask, “How can I become more involved in my child’s education?” 

Involved parents: 

 Supply their child with appropriate school supplies

 Are responsible for their child’s punctuality and attendance to school

 Monitor time spent on devices

 Support the discipline policies of classroom teachers and school administrators

 Ensure their child is completing homework and provide a space for him/her to do so

 Participate in educational decisions

 Volunteer at school if possible

 Monitor their child’s grades with the parent portal (login and password information is available
in the front office)

 Contact their child’s teachers when concerns arise

Students in high school are in a transitional period for childhood into adulthood. We expect our 
students to behave as mature young adults worthy of our respect. Students can contribute to their 
enjoyment of school by developing a kind disposition, a good work ethic, and a positive attitude 
towards learning.  

Involved students: 

 Obey all school policies

 Treat all adults and students with respect

 Work to do their best on all classwork and homework

 Bring proper supplies to school each day

 Give their parent(s)/guardian(s) all information received by the school

 Contact their teacher when a concern arises and attend after-school tutoring if needed.

If we all work together to fulfill our respective responsibilities, we can have a successful and enjoyable 
school year.  
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To the Parent 
 

“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.”  
-Jane D Hull, Governor of Arizona 

 
 

The Curriculum of the Home: 
 

Children learn to read, reason, and understand things better when their parents… 
 
Read, talk, and listen to them; tell them stories; play games; share hobbies; and discuss news. 
 
In order to enrich the curriculum of the home… 
 
Provide books, supplies, and space to study; observe routine for meals, homework, and bedtime; 
monitor time spent on electronic devices. 
 
Parents are better able to stay aware of their teenager’s life at school when they… 
 
Discuss school events with their child; help their teenager meet deadlines; encourage their teenager to 
solve their own problems (if possible). 
 
Your child will receive a report card once a quarter. Use the following “Parent Report Card” to 
determine any areas of potential improvement. 
 
Directions: Read the following questions to determine if you are Satisfactory, Needs Improvement, or 
Unsatisfactory in each area. 
 

 Have you established a time and place for your student to study (quiet, private, well-lit, proper 
supplies, etc)? 

 Do you encourage punctuality and attendance to school?  

 Do you talk daily with your teenager about schoolwork and events? 

 Do you ask daily to see your child’s assignments? 

 Do you check your child’s graded work using the parent portal? 

 Do you give praise when your child completes work on time and receives high marks? 

 Do you review work that was done incorrectly and help your child correct misunderstandings? 

 Do you encourage out of school tutoring when your child struggles? 

 Do you set a good example by reading in the presence of your teenager? 

 Do you talk to your teenager about dreams and goals for the future? 

 Do you encourage both short and long term goal setting? 

 Do you encourage your student to advocate for him/her self when a problem initially arises? 

 Do you seek the advice of teachers, counselors, and administrators when help is needed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credit: Eufaula High School Handbook, 1999 
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To the Student 

“In the long run, we shape our lives, and we shape ourselves. The process never ends until we die; and the 
choices we make are ultimately our own responsibility.” 

-Eleanor Roosevelt

As a Satsuma Gator, we have set high academic and moral standards for you. We have faith that you 
are capable of meeting these expectations and achieving great things. It is our goal to instill in you all 
the skills needed to become your best self. We are here to help you and want to see you succeed.  

Be a G.A.T.O.R: Grow, Achieve, Think, Offer, Reflect! 

We expect our Gators to work hard and develop a sense of personal responsibility, accountability, and 
self-discipline. We expect you to be kind and courteous, have manners, and respect others. We expect 
all Gators to have academic integrity; therefore, any work turned in by a student should be completed 
by the student. These standards apply to all students. 

Where to go for help: 

Accident Reports 

Announcements 

Athletics 

Attendance Information/ Excuse Notes 

Bullying 

Career/College Information 

Change of Address/Phone Number 

Check-out from school 

Clubs and Student Activities 

Free and Reduced Lunch 

Graduation 

Illness 

Lockers 

Lost and Found 

Parking 

Payment for Lost Books 

Report Cards/Progress Reports 

SAT/ACT Tests 

School Nurse 

Mrs. Rowell 

Coach Hoffman, Asst AD

Room 314, Student Kiosk 

Counselors, School Resource 

Officer Guidance Office 

Registrar 

Front Office 

Dr. Haskins / Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Kiper, Cafeteria 

Mrs. Coleman, Senior Counselor 

School Nurse 

Front Office 

Room 314, ISS 

Front Office 

Mrs. McLean
Mrs. McLean
Mrs. Rowell  

Schedules Counselors 

Scholarships Counselors 

Theft/Vandalism 

Transcripts 

Transfer/Withdrawals 

School Resource Officer/Administrators 

Counselors 

Mrs. McLean
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Important Phone Numbers 

Office Main, Alison McLean ................................................................ 380-8190 
Annex Office, Lisa Montalvo ................................................................380-8255 
Josh Verkouille, Principal .................................................................... 380-8190 
Assistant Principal 7 & 8, Amy Haskins ............................................. 380-8254 
Assistant Principal 9-12, Ashlee Smith ............................................... 380-8222 
Counselor Grades 7-10, Susan Rowell ................................................. 380-8185 
Counselor Grades 11-12, Jessica Coleman .......................................... 380-8223 
Bookkeeper and Registrar, Patty DuBourg ........................................ 380-8194 
Secretary, April Ellzey ......................................................................... 380-8189 
School Resource Officer, Michael McLean…………………………………… 380-8244 
Athletic Director, Libby Hoffman ....................................................... 380-8600 
Athletic Director, Ramon Nelson ........................................................ 380-8601 
JROTC, Dr. Sherman Winston ............................................................ 380-8226 
Cafeteria, Jackie Kiper ......................................................................... 380-8213 
Lead Nurse, Kristie Threlkeld ............................................................. 380-8220 
First Aid, Maranda Ward ................................................................... 380-8228 
Media Center, Marie Anderson ........................................................... 380-8214 

Vision Statement, Mission Statement, and System Goals 

Vision Statement: The Satsuma City School System will create a safe and structured environment 
where students and staff, along with parents and guardians, come together as a community of life-
long learners. Our school will embrace individual differences and set challenging goals. We will strive 
to think critically and creatively to encourage good decision-making strategies to promote a sense of 
teamwork and cooperation. By learning how to utilize the knowledge and tools necessary to 
confidently meet challenges, our students will be empowered to reach their full potential, as well as 
become respectful and responsible citizens for the future. 

Mission Statement:  The mission of the Satsuma City School System is to provide a creative, 
rigorous, and technology-rich academic environment which encourages students to become 
independent, analytical, and self-motivated learners who can make positive, caring, and ethical 
contributions to the community. 

System Goals: The Satsuma City School System has set forth the following goals: 
1. The system will meet all student needs and challenge them with a rigorous curriculum to

ensure they are college and career ready.
2. The system will ensure that all staff will be highly qualified in their area of expertise and

teachers will use research-based practices and technology to ensure instructional strategies are
current, meaningful, and rigorous.

3. The system will set high expectations and standards for students and adults that are
monitored, measured, reported, and reviewed to improve student achievement and system
effectiveness.

4. The system will collaborate with parents, community stakeholders, and higher education
partners to promote student success.

Purpose: This handbook aims to provide information to help you be successful this school year. Both 
students and parents are urged to become familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. 
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Coaches and Sponsors 
* Add @satsumaschools.com to the usernames shown

Activities: Students are encouraged to 
participate in extracurricular activities. Each 
activity has its own requirements for 
participating and membership. Students 
should contact the activity coach or sponsor to 
learn about the requirements for that specific 
activity. The requirements are revisited and 
edited each school year. The principal has the 
final say in decisions made about 
extracurricular activities.  

ATHLETICS NAME EMAIL* 

Archery Wainwright, Heather hwainwright 

Baseball ( JH) Hicks, Rodney rhicks 

Baseball (V/JV) Banashak, Josh jbanashak 

Basketball (Boys Jr 
High) 

Nelson, Ramon 
        rnelson 

Basketball (Boys JV) Waller, Tim 

Basketball (Boys V) Shady, Shep sshady 

Basketball (Girls JH) Catrett, Chelan         ccatrett 

Basketball (Girls V) Harris, Justin jharris 

Bowling Fuller, Stephen sfuller 

Cheer (JH) Everett, Morgan meverett 

Cheer (JV/V) Johnson, Mitchell         rjohnson 

Cross County Rawson, Brent brawson 

Football (JH) Hicks, Rodney rhicks 

Football (V/JV) Nelson, Ramon rnelson 

Golf (Boys) Fuller, Stephen sfuller 

Golf (Girls) Hoffman, Libby lhoffman 

Soccer (Boys JH) Gartman, Garrett 

Soccer (Boys JV) Andrews, Isaac 

Soccer (Boys V) Moody, Jeff jmoody 

Soccer (Girls JH) Ferguson, Ragan jwilliams 

Soccer (Girls JV) Brandt, Jordyn jmoody 

Soccer (Girls V) Moody, Jeff jmoody 

Softball Darawich, BJ gdarawich 

Swimming McLean, Chris mmclean 

Tennis Rawls, Kevin krawls 

Track (Indoor/Outdoor) Rawson, Brent brawson 

Volleyball (JH) Catrett, Chelan 

Volleyball (JV) Wright, Brittni lhoffman 

Volleyball (V) Hoffman, Libby lhoffman 

Wrestling Huffmaster, Jared jhuffmaster 

ORGANIZATIONS NAME EMAIL* 

ACCESS/GradPoint Anderson, Marie manderson 

Art Club McNeil, Hannah hmcneil 

Azalea Trail Miller, Tiffany tmiller 

Band Threadgill, Brad bthreadgill 

Band, Chorus, Theatre Howze, Kristie khowze 

Chess Club Stubblefield, Gaines gstubblefield 

Senior Class Sponsor Cochran, Tonie tcochran 

Senior Class Sponsor Crisler, Joy jcrisler 

Senior Class Sponsor Rawls, Holly hrawls 

Senior Class Sponsor Jay, Lee ljay 

Senior Class Sponsor Miller, Tiffany tmiller 

Junior Class Sponsor Sealey, Crystal csealey 

Sophomore Class Sponsor deGraaf, Jane jdegraaf 

Sophomore Class Sponsor Lucas, Myra mlucas 

Freshman Class Sponsor Lee, Lindsey llee 

8th Grade Class Sponsor Andrews, Reagan randrews 

7th Grade Class Sponsor Anderson, Brandi banderson 

Close Up Rawls, Kevin krawls 

FBLA Jay, Lee ljay 

FCA Hoffman, Libby lhoffman 

FCCLA Sealey, Crystal csealey 

Hi-Q Rawls, Holly hrawls 

HOSA Ebbert, Christina cebbert 

Jr Tri Hi Y Wainwright, Heather hwainwright 

Leo Club Ferguson, Ragan rferguson 

Miss Satsuma Anderson, Brandi banderson 

Mu Alpha Theta Cochran, Tonie tcochran 

National Honor Society Rawls, Holly hrawls 

National Junior Honor 
Society 

Pose, Jennifer 
jpose 

Peer Helpers Miller, Tiffany tmiller 

Peer Helpers (Junior High) Jackson, Kelly      kjackson 

Proverbs 31 Club Faith, Cindy     cfaith 

Scholars Bowl Faith, Cindy cfaith 

Spanish Club Huffmaster, Jared jhuffmaster 

Sr Tri Hi Y Sealy, Terra tsealy 

Student Council Anderson, Brandi banderson 

Talent Show Miller, Tiffany tmiller 

Textbooks Anderson, Marie manderson 

Yearbook Anderson, Marie manderson 

mailto:rhicks@satsumaschools.com
mailto:sshady@satsumaschools.com
mailto:swinston@satsumaschools.com
mailto:sfuller@satsumaschools.com
mailto:brawson@satsumaschools.com
mailto:jwells@satsumaschools.com
mailto:rnelson@satsumaschools.com
mailto:sfuller@satsumaschools.com
mailto:lhoffman@satsumaschools.com
mailto:jwells@satsumaschools.com
mailto:bdarawich@satsumaschools.com
mailto:krawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:brawson@satsumaschools.com
mailto:lhoffman@satsumaschools.com
mailto:shane.cochran@satsumaschools.com
mailto:sfinley@satsumaschools.com
mailto:bthreadgill@satsumaschools.com
mailto:tcochran@satsumaschools.com
mailto:jcrisler@satsumaschools.com
mailto:hrawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:ljay@satsumaschools.com
mailto:tmiller@satsumaschools.com
mailto:csealey@satsumaschools.com
mailto:jdegraaf@satsumaschools.com
mailto:mlucas@satsumaschools.com
mailto:nwhite@satsumaschools.com
mailto:krawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:ljay@satsumaschools.com
mailto:lhoffman@satsumaschools.com
mailto:csealey@satsumaschools.com
mailto:hrawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:cebbert@satsumaschools.com
mailto:nwhite@satsumaschools.com
mailto:nwhite@satsumaschools.com
mailto:tcochran@satsumaschools.com
mailto:hrawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:alloyd@satsumaschools.com
mailto:tmiller@satsumaschools.com
mailto:jhuffmaster@satsumaschools.com
mailto:tsealy@satsumaschools.com
mailto:hrawls@satsumaschools.com
mailto:manderson@satsumaschools.com
mailto:manderson@satsumaschools.com
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The Student Kiosk 

The Student Kiosk is located on the hallway to the left (when facing the main office). The purpose of 
the kiosk is to assist students with attendance and punctuality needs. Students will report to the kiosk 
when they are tardy, have doctors’ or parent excuses for absences, or checking in to school late.  
Students will also report to the kiosk if they have a minor discipline violation such as uniform 
violations, disruptive in class, not bringing supplies to school, etc.   

Student Identification Cards 

Each student will be provided a photo ID card at no charge. The ID card must be visible on the student 
at all times during school hours. The ID card must be shown to check out materials from the library, 
purchase school meals, check in when tardy, etc. Students who lose their ID card will be charged a $5 
fee for a replacement. When a student is withdrawn, he/she must surrender the ID card. If the student 
is not properly wearing his/her ID card, he/she will be sent to the Student Kiosk for a uniform violation. 

Lockers 

Lockers are provided for a student's convenience and are the property of the school board. Only 
minimal security is provided; therefore, students should not bring excessive amount of money nor 
valuables to school. If a student is found with an excessive amount of money, the administration will 
call a parent/guardian and ask them to retrieve the money from school. The school is not responsible 
for items taken from a locker. Only with administrative approval may students share lockers. School 
officials may conduct a warrantless search of a student's person, his/her locker, or any other storage 
area on school property if such officials have reason to believe that illegal, prohibited or harmful items 
or substances may be concealed on the student's person or in such areas. 

Attendance 

It is the belief of the City of Satsuma Board of Education that regular school attendance is important to 
all students and to the school system. It is further believed that course content and grading procedures 
should be structured so that regular attendance is necessary in order to successfully complete course 
requirements. School administrators are required under state law to enforce compulsory school 
attendance laws. The Compulsory School Attendance Law of the State of Alabama, provides that “Every 
child between the ages of six and seventeen years shall  be required to attend a public school, private 
school, church school or to be instructed by a competent private tutor for the entire length of the school 
year.” 

A parent, guardian, or other person having charge of any child officially enrolled in Alabama public 
schools shall explain in writing the cause of any and every absence of the child no later than three 
school days following return to school. Failure to furnish such explanation shall be evidence of the 
child being truant each day he/she is absent. The child shall also be deemed truant for any absence 
determined by the principal to be unexcused based upon the State Department of Education’s current 
School Attendance Manual. Excused absences are defined as: a) illness; b) death in immediate family; 
c) inclement weather which would be dangerous to the life and health of the child as determined by
the principal; d) legal quarantine; e) emergency conditions as determined by the principal; f) prior
permission of the principal upon request of the parent or legal guardian. Students are allowed four
parent notes per school semester. Any absence after the fourth parent note requires a clinical or
doctor’s excuse. Any absences not excused shall be considered unexcused. The Satsuma City Schools
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System, in collaboration with the Mobile County District Attorney’s office, the Juvenile Court System, 
and Strickland Youth Center has implemented a Truancy/Discipline Program. Parents of students 
with five unexcused absences or fifteen tardy violations warrant a referral to the Early Warning 
Truancy/Discipline Program for their failure to ensure daily school attendance of their children. 
Attendance to the Early Warning Truancy/Discipline Program is mandatory except where prior 
arrangements have been made. If the parent/guardian and student (middle and high school) fail to 
appear at the Early Warning Truancy/Discipline Program, the parent/guardian will receive a legal 
notice and possibly a court referral. Seven unexcused absences may result in formal action taken by 
Juvenile Court Authorities. Charges can be filed against the student and/or their parents/guardians. 
Seven unexcused absences may result in a fine to the parent/guardian of up to $500 or a sentence of 
up to 12 months in the County Jail. 

Administrators and teachers will make every effort to promote regular attendance by students and 
solicit assistance from parents and guardians in accomplishing this objective. An absence is defined as 
non-attendance in a regularly scheduled class or activity regardless of the reason for such non-
attendance. Students involved in school related activities sanctioned by school administrators are 
counted as attending. To participate in extracurricular activities after school, students must have 
attended school that day. 

Noncompliance Attendance 

All public schools are governed by the Alabama State Department of Education Administrative Code 
290-3-1.02(9)(a), which states the following:
(9) Time Allotment & Credit Requirements for Secondary Schools

(a) Any subject passed in grades 9-12 that meets for a minimum of 140 clock hours of
instruction shall count as one (1) credit toward graduation, either required or elective. The
Alabama State Department of Education does not recognize major and minor subjects in
Grades K-12.

As a result, any student in grades K-12 absent eight or more days per year or four or more per 
semester for half-credit courses shall be subject to loss of credit for the year’s work. A student who 
has been retained or who has lost credit(s) because of noncompliance with attendance policies shall 
receive a notation of Noncompliance Attendance on his/her report card and cumulative record for 
that grading period. The principal shall make the determination of retention or loss of credit due to 
noncompliance with attendance policies. In such cases, a parent or guardian and/or student may 
request a hearing with the principal and superintendent to appeal such loss of credit or retention. This 
request must be in writing, dated and signed, within five days of the notification of the loss of credit. 
Failure of parent or guardian and/or student to request a hearing shall be sufficient basis for 
sustaining the loss of credit or retention. Credit which is lost because of absences will be made up in 
the same manner as academic failures. 

Make-up Work 

If a student is absent for any excused reason, arrangements will be made to make up missed work. In 
making arrangements for make-up work, the teacher should consider the type of any illness, the 
length of time absent, and the amount of make-up work due in all the student’s classes. Long-term 
assignments, such as research papers or special projects, are due on or before the due date even if the 
student is absent on the date the assignment is due. For extenuating circumstances, special 
consideration may be given at the discretion of the principal. 
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Punctuality 

The first bell of the morning rings to indicate that students are allowed in the building. Students 
should report to their first class in a timely manner. A student is considered tardy if he/she is not in 
class when the tardy bell rings. Any student who arrives after school has begun must go to the Student 
Kiosk and sign in using his/her student ID. Throughout the day, tardy students should also report to 
the Student Kiosk. If a student does not have his/her ID the student will also receive a uniform 
violation in addition to the tardy. 

Excessive tardiness will result in In School Suspension, Suspension, or other disciplinary measures 
deemed appropriate by the principal.  Additionally, fifteen unexcused tardy violations warrant referral 
to the Early Warning Truancy/Discipline Program. For students in grades 9-12, three (3) unexcused 
tardy infractions to the same class constitutes one absence for that class.  Early dismissals and 
tardiness affect the student’s attendance per class period.  Exceeding the number of absences allowed 
per period can result in loss of credit and/or affect exemption from semester exams. 

Check in/out Procedures 

In order for a person to be allowed to check out a student, that person MUST be listed on the 
student’s contact list in the computer system. People NOT listed will not be allowed to pick up 
students. When checking out a student, the person MUST show a photo ID before picking up a 
student AND must be at least 21 years of age. Persons of less than 21 years of age may be listed but 
cannot pick up students unless a signed affidavit is on file. Verbal permission, via telephone, for 
someone to pick up a student will not be honored. (NO PHONE-IN EARLY DISMISSALS.) 
Parents/guardians may come to the school’s office to make adjustments to this pick up information as 
needed.  

Student checking in late to school must have a note from a parent or doctor/dentist/court indicating 
the reason for the student arriving late. Students will take this note to the Student Kiosk. Only 
doctor/dentist/court notes will be considered excused reasons for tardiness. 

Announcements 

Announcements will be made over the intercom at the beginning of first period and before dismissal 
on some days. Students are expected to remain quiet during announcements so that all students can 
hear the information. Announcements are also posted throughout the day on the monitors within 
each classroom.  

Emergency Events 

In the unlikely event that an emergency evacuation should occur at this school, the school system 
superintendent or designee will notify media of all evacuation information.  Parents should not come 
to the school until notified to do so. 

Medication 

A form, located in the nurse’s office, must be completed before any medication can be administered or 
taken at school. Medication must be in the original container. Students are not allowed to keep any 
medication at school without going through the nurse’s process (this includes over-the-counter 
medications). 
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Hall Passes 

Teacher hall passes will be used to grant permission for a student to be out of class. Students must be 
in their assigned class unless they have teacher or administrator permission to be in another place. 
Students must not leave any class or place of assignment without permission. Students must not leave 
school grounds for any purpose without permission from an administrator. Students who are outside 
of class during class time must be accompanied by a teacher or have an appropriate hall pass from an 
authorized staff person. 

Cafeteria and Special Dietary Needs 

The school lunch period is an opportunity for students to enjoy nutritious meals while socializing with 
their friends. Our child nutrition staff works hard to provide a nutritious, well-balanced meal for 
students, faculty, staff, and visitors.  Student breakfast is $1.25 and student lunches are $2.95 with a 
variety of a la carte options available. Faculty prices are $3.75. The lunch period is a definite part of 
the school program, and provision should be made for all students to eat lunch in the cafeteria. Any 
deviation from this must be by special permission from the principal. The cafeteria should be a place 
where everyone can enjoy his/her meal in pleasant surroundings.  Students may not charge meals in 
the cafeteria. 
Deposits can be made into your student’s cafeteria account online.   
Any student with special dietary needs should first meet with the school nurse to discuss these needs. 
The nurse will decide the course of action on a case-by-case basis. 

Deliveries 

The school will not accept personal deliveries for any student. 

 Media Center 

The Media Center will enable individuals and staff with the ability to find, read, evaluate, utilize, share 
and create content using various digital devices. The Center has been newly renovated to provide 
students with a comfortable place to learn and collaborate with other students. 

Hours: The media center can accommodate learners/teachers from 7:15 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Earlier 
or later times may be available with prior arrangements. (See Mrs. Anderson) 

Rules and Procedures: The library is for every student and staff member in the school. It can be 
used for the digital café, the computers, pleasure reading, and to check out library books.  

 Teachers may schedule classes or may send up to five students at a time with a library pass, as
long as there is room. Passes are not accepted from a substitute unless prior arrangements
have been made by the regular classroom teacher.

 A student may check out up to two books for a two-week period. Books may be renewed, as
long as it does not have a hold.

 Students must have their ID to check out library and or textbooks.

 Students must sign in and out when coming to the library on a pass.

 Students are responsible for all damaged/lost library/textbooks.

 Students may print for $0.25 per page for black and white and $1.00 per page for color.
(Students need to see Mrs. Anderson for color printing)
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 Students will be assessed a damage fee of $5.00 for removing the barcode from
any book.

 Students will be assessed a late fee of $25.00 if any textbook is not returned by the last day of
school. If the book is not returned at all, the student will be assessed a replacement fee that will
be added to school fees for the following year. If the missing book is returned at registration the
replacement fee may be waived, but the late fee will be charged regardless.

Tutoring 

Tutoring is available for all core subject areas before and/or after school.  Please see core teacher to 
determine exact days and times.  

Grading System 

The grading system at Satsuma High School will reflect the student's actual performance in all facets 
of learning. The following grading system will be used: 

90   -
80   -
70 -
60   -
Below 

100 
89 
79 
69 
60 

= A 
= B 
= C 
= D 
= F 

Report cards will be issued at the conclusion of each nine week grading period. Report card grades 
will list percentages as well as letter grades.  

End of quarter exams are given the last week of each nine week session. The end of quarter exam will 
be worth 10% of the student’s final quarter average. Students may be exempt from the 2nd and 4th 
quarter exams if they meet the requirements of the exemption policy (see the most current revision of 
exemption policy). 

Grade Level Classification 

Grade Level Classification Credits at Start of Semester 1 

FRESHMAN Promoted from 8th Grade 

SOPHOMORE 6 Credits 

JUNIOR 12 Credits 

SENIOR 18 Credits 

Students completing all coursework for each grade with a D or above shall be considered as having 
passed. Students who fail to complete coursework with a passing grade will be retained and referred 
to credit recovery. 
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Satsuma City Schools 

High School Diploma Requirements 

Regular Diploma 

** Students choosing CTE, Arts Education, and/or Foreign Language are encouraged to complete two 
(2) courses in sequence

AREAS OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS CREDITS 

English Language Arts English 9, 10, 11, and 12 4 

Mathematics 
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebraic Connections, 

Algebra with Finance 
4 

Science Biology, Physical Science, Science Electives* 4 

Social Studies 
World History, U.S. History x 2, and 

Government/Economics 
4 

Physical Education 
LIFE (Personal Fitness) or one JROTC credit or Varsity 

Athletics/Band 
1 

Health Education Alabama Course of Study: Health Education 0.5 

Career Preparedness Career Preparedness 1 

** Fine Arts/CTE/Foreign 
Language 

Students choosing CTE, Arts Education, and/or Foreign 
Language are encouraged to complete two courses in 

sequence. 
3 

Electives 2.5 

Total Credits Required for Graduation 24 



 

15  

Satsuma City Schools 
High School Diploma Requirements  

 
Honors Diploma 

 
 

AREAS OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS CREDITS 

English Language Arts 
Eng 9 Hr, Eng 10 Hr, AP Eng 11, AP Eng 12 

or approved Dual Enrollment course 
4 

Mathematics 
Algebra I*, Geometry, Algebra II w/Trig,  Pre-Calculus 

or approved Dual Enrollment course 
4 

Science 
Biology Hr, Chemistry Hr, AP Biology, AP Chemistry 

or approved Dual Enrollment course 
4 

Social Studies 
World History 9 Hr, US History 10 Hr, AP US History 11, AP 

American Government & AP Principles of Economics 
or approved Dual Enrollment course 

4 

Physical Education LIFE or JROTC or Varsity Athletics or Band 1 

Health Education Health 0.5 

Career Preparedness Career Preparedness 1 

Fine Arts/CTE/ 

Foreign Language 
1 credit each or any combination for a total of 3 3 

Electives  6.5 

Service Hours 5 hours per grade level attending Satsuma High School  

Total Credits Required for Graduation 28 

 
* Algebra 1 may be taken in 8th grade for credit to allow an additional advanced math elective in 

12th grade. 
** Must maintain a 3.5 GPA 
*** Equivalent AP courses will be considered with Administrator approval 
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Satsuma City Schools 
High School Diploma Requirements  

 
Career Pathway Diploma 

 
 

AREAS OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS CREDITS 

English Language Arts Equivalent of English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12 4 

Mathematics Equivalent of Algebra I, Geometry 2 

Science Equivalent of Biology and Physical Science  2 

Social Studies 

Grade 9: World History and Geography since 1500 

Grade 10: U.S. History and Geography beginnings to 1900 

Grade 11: U.S. History and Geography, 1900 to present 

Grade 12: Government & Principles of Economics 

4 

Physical Education 
LIFE (Personal Fitness) or one JROTC credit or Varsity 
Athletics 

1 

Health Education Alabama Course of Study: Health Education 0.5 

Career Preparedness Career Preparedness 1 

Dual Enrollment Career 
Technical Courses 

4 credits in the same field of study 4 

Electives  5.5 

Service Hours 5 hours per grade level attending Satsuma High School  

Total Credits Required for Graduation 24 
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Credit Advancement 
 

Credit advancement is a term used to describe a program by which a student may earn high school 
credits through performance on written, oral, and/or performance examinations. Such examinations 
must be aligned with all required standards in the given subject area. Students must obtain a score of 
80% or greater on the examination to earn credit, and the assigned grade for the earned credit will be 
equal to the score achieved on the examination. If the score is less than 80%, then no grade or credit 
is earned. Students may only attempt an examination for any particular course once per calendar 
year. No grade weighted credits (Pre-AP, AP, etc.) may be earned through this method.  
For a student to be eligible for Credit Advancement he or she must:  

1. Be recommended by a current or former teacher of the subject/course being considered for 
Credit Advancement.  

2. Have criterion-referenced or norm-referenced test scores that support an above grade-level 
proficiency of content in the subject/course being considered for Credit Advancement.  

3. Complete a Request for Credit Advancement form, signed by the parent or guardian, the high 
school counselor, and high school principal. 

 

Credit Recovery 
 

Students are eligible to apply for Credit Recovery if the final grade earned in a course required for 
graduation was between 40% and 59%.  Alternatively, such a student can choose to repeat a course in 
its entirety during the next regular school term.  Students must complete an application to request 
placement in a Credit Recovery Program.  The student and parent/guardian must sign the application 
to consent to placement in the program and to acknowledge agreement with the terms of admission 
and program requirements. 
A tuition fee must be paid to participate in the summer program, after school or Saturday School.  
Tuition will be $200.00 for a half credit and $400.00 for a full credit.  This fee will be nonrefundable 
should the student be dismissed from the program. Credit Recovery during the school day will not have 
tuition fees. 
 

Course Offerings 
 

Satsuma City Schools offers a wide variety of coursework including AP courses, Career Tech courses, 
and Dual Enrollment courses.  A list of the courses offered can be obtained from the Guidance 
Counseling Department. 

 
ACCESS 

 
The goal of distance learning is to create equity through additional educational offerings for all 
Alabama public high school students.  ACCESS is a means for students in grades 9-12 at Satsuma 
High School to take courses that are not offered in a traditional classroom setting.  ACCESS courses 
are free to students and completed during the regular school day.  If you are interested in a specific 
course, please see your counselor.   
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Dual Enrollment 
 

 
Dual Enrollment or Concurrent Enrollment is defined as credit hours earned when a high school 
student is taking a college course for both high school and college credit, during the high school day, on 
the high school campus, taught by a qualified high school instructor. Satsuma High School offers 
various dual enrollment opportunities. 
 

Ranking of Students  
 

Rank-in-class is an indication of the student’s academic standing in relation to that of the other students 
in the class. Grades in the identified course levels shall be weighted and grade point averages 
determined. To be considered for the Top Ten, students must receive the Satsuma Board Honors 
Diploma. Please refer to Board Policy 5.23 for more information. 
 

Weighting of Courses: Quality Points 
 

Course 
Type 

Regular 
Pre-AP/ 
Honors 

AP/ 
Dual Enrollment 

A 4 points 5 points 5.5 points 

B 3 points 4 points 4.5 points 

C 2 points 3 points 3.5 points 

D 1 point 2 points 2.5 points 

E 0 points 0 points 0 points 

 
 

Commencement Participation/Senior Activities 
 
Only regular education students who receive an approved diploma and special education students who 
receive a diploma or a graduation certificate as prescribed in their IEP shall participate in the 
graduation exercise. All students eligible for graduation may be denied participation in the graduation 
exercise in accordance with Satsuma Board of Education Policy 5.31.6 
 
Students may also be denied participation in senior activities such as picnics and trips if the student is 
not meeting academic and behavioral requirements.  
 

Non-Resident Student Expectations 
 

When a non-resident student is accepted to the Satsuma City School System, the student does not 
need to re-apply on a yearly basis if the enrollment is continuous.  If a student’s behavior, attendance, 
or grades become an issue during the school year, he/she may be placed on probation and/or 
withdrawn immediately from the Satsuma City School System.  Further, the Superintendent reserves 
the right to limit non-resident students based on space. 
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Standards and Expectations for All Students 
 

In order for effective teaching and learning to take place, high standards have been set for everyone at 
Satsuma High School.  In order to operate under ethical standards, there must be a cooperative 
relationship between students and the school.  We ask that students take responsibility for the 
following behaviors. 
 

1. Attending all classes on time and having a cooperative attitude 
2. Being prepared each day with the necessary supplies and assignments 
3. Showing respect for all individuals and property 
4. Refraining from using profanity, making obscene gestures, or inflammatory statements 
5. Being well groomed, clean, and appropriately dressed 
6. Acting in an orderly, safe, and responsible manner at school, on busses, and during school-

sponsored activities 
7. Being aware of and abiding by the rules and regulations of the Student Code of Conduct and of 

the school 
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SATSUMA CITY SCHOOLS 
2020-2021 Uniform Guidelines 

Grades 7-12 
 

 BOYS GIRLS NOTES 

BOTTOMS 

 Pants - Khaki twill 
long uniform 

 Shorts- Bermuda knee 
length shorts- 
Khaki twill knee 
length uniform 

 Pants - Khaki twill 
long uniform 

 Shorts-Bermuda knee 
length shorts 
Khaki twill knee 
length uniform 

 Skorts –Khaki,  
school plaid #54 

 No sagging, hip hugger, low-rise, cargo-style, 
bell bottom, draw string, jeans, or frayed–
hems 

 No tight, “skinny fit” pants 

 Pants must have belt loops; no joggers 

 All bottoms must fit at the natural waist line 
and be worn with a belt 

 No skirts nor AFTCO shorts 

 Skorts must have attached, sewn-in shorts 
underneath; Distance from top of knee to 
fabric < 3.5 inches (ID Card Height) 

TOPS 

 White or Maroon polo-style shirt with collar 
(long or short sleeve) 

 White oxford button down style (long or short 
sleeve) 

 Administration approved school t-shirts (on 
approved days only) 

 Everyday shirts 
-JR HIGH-maroon 
-HIGH SCHOOL-black 

 Shirt tails must be tucked in at all times 

 No more than the top two buttons 
unbuttoned 

 Undershirt must be solid white, black, 
maroon or grey only 

 Undershirts must not hang out of sleeves.  
Ex: No long-sleeve undershirt with a short-
sleeve polo. 

OUTERWEAR 

 Solid maroon, black, white, or grey only 

 Students may wear school ordered jackets 

 No off-campus purchased outerwear with 
logos/monograms 

 No hoods 

SHOES 

 Tennis Shoes - Solid or combination of black, 
white, grey, or maroon 

 Loafers – black or brown 

 Deck shoes – Sperry type only in brown, black, 
or tan 

 Boots – black or brown 

 No bowling type shoes or sandals 

 All shoes must have enclosed toes and heels 

BELTS 
 Solid black or brown with a conventional buckle  Belts are required 

 No embellishments of any kind 

SOCKS 
 Solid black, white, or grey socks 

 Solid black leggings only 

 Socks are required 

 No embellishments, designs, or logos on 
leggings 

 
Additional Notes 

 School ID and lanyard must be worn at all times 

 Natural hair color only 

 No visible piercings other than ears 

 No facial jewelry/piercings 

 No hats, hoods, or headwear allowed on campus 
** Administration has the final decision on all aspects of the dress code on an individual student basis** 
  
 
 
 
 
Board Approved: 6/30/2020  
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No YOU CAN NOT WEAR THAT  

AT SCHOOL. 

 

(a guide for paid out of uniform day dress)  
 

No shirt, sweatshirt,  jacket, etc.  with attached hood or head covering. 
 (Remember - No hats, hoods, or headwear allowed on campus) 

 

No shorts except for board approved shorts found in the Satsuma City School Uniform 
Guidelines. 
 

No pictures, emblems or writings on clothing that is offensive, obscene, advertises tobacco, 
alcohol or other illegal products or is gang related. 
  

No tops that are sleeveless, cut-off, or do not cover all undergarments.  Tops should fit 
properly.  
 

No leggings, tights, or tight-fitted pants except for ones worn under a dress/skort.  
 

No sagging, low-rise, tight-fit, or holes in pants.  Pants should fit properly. 
 

No see-through clothing. 
 

No clothing that is intended as sleepwear such as pajama pants or slippers. 
 

No clothing that is intended as a costume or character dress-up outfit. 
 

**Administration has the final decision on all aspects of the dress code on an individual 
student basis** 

 

ALWAYS REMEMBER TO DRESS FOR SUCCESS  
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 ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
 

SATSUMA HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT HANDBOOK 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
 
The SHS Student Handbook and Code of Conduct can be found on the SHS website at: 
  
www.satsumaschools.com/shs and click For Students -> Student Handbook 
 
www.satsumaschools.com/shs and click For Students -> Code of Conduct 
 
 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have been made aware of the digital location of Satsuma High School’s 
Student Handbook and Code of Conduct for the 2019-2020 school year.  I understand that these 
documents contain important information regarding my/my student’s academics, attendance, and 
discipline as well as other pertinent information. 
 
The SHS Student Handbook and Code of Conduct are available in a digital format for conservation 
purposes; however, these documents may be printed upon request. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________            
Student Signature 
 
 
 
____________________________            
Parent Signature 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Date   

 

http://www.satsumaschools.com/shs
http://www.satsumaschools.com/shs



